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Project Rx offers safe
ospportunities

solution for expired drugs

USC Upstate turns your options
into opportunities whether

you are just starting college,
transferring from technical
college, or returning to learn.

Drug take-back event
scheduled for Sept. 29

By SHELBY LIVINGSTON | contributor

The lifecycle of prescription and over-
the-counter (OTC) drugs inevitably
ends with their demise: forgotten and
expired in the back of the highest cabi-
net, only to meet the drain when finally
rediscovered. Few people are aware that
these forgotten or flushed drugs have
the potential to harm.

In comes Project Rx: A River Remedy,
a community task force with the col-
lective goal of keeping the community
safe and healthy. In partnership with
the Drug Enforcement Administration,
Project Rx is holding its fifth drug take-
back event on Sept. 29 to combat the
damage done by misused and wrongly
disposed-of drugs.

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., community
members can drop off unused or un-
wanted medication at more than 20
drop-oft sites available throughout the
11-county DEA district.

Project Rx is a community effort by
Greenville Family Partnership, Bon
Secours St. Francis Health System,
the Greenville County Sherift’s Office,
Greenville Technical College and Re-
newable Water Resources. This task-
force works toward environmental pro-
tection, pharmaceutical education and
drug abuse prevention.

Improper disposal of medication
threatens the local environment, ac-
cording to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. Flushing medication
down the drain risks disturbing the
natural balance in rivers and lakes.
Scientific studies have found that
mere traces of medication have toxic
effects on fish, frogs and other aquat-
ic species, the EPA said. Wastewater
treatment plants cannot filter trace >
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Celevrate at a

Brashier Campus Event
September 5
8:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.

September 19
11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Greer Campus Event
September 12
11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Barton Campus Event
September 24
1:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

Northwest Campus Event

Greenville Tech
Foundation

Visit us online at
http://www.gvltec.edu/
gtc50/

Anniversary Gala « September 20 « TD Convention Center  For Ticket Information: 864-250-8835
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> amounts of medication, raising
concerns about the long-term effects
on human health.

Misuse of prescription and OTC
drugs is another threat associated with
discarded medications. Judy Barton of
the Greenville Family Partnership said
her organization’s main goal is “to keep
illegal prescriptions off the streets.”

“The reason it's so important to get
rid of unused medication is that when
they're in (the cabinet), they are easy to
abuse,” Barton said. “We want to relieve
that temptation.”

Since the event’s inauguration in No-
vember 2010, Project Rx has collected
a combined 5,537 pounds of medica-
tion that was safely incinerated by law
enforcement, the most environmentally
conscious method.

Sponsors say the collection sites are
fast and efficient drive-thrus so partici-
pants can get in, out and on with their
day. Sites offer free and anonymous
acceptance of unwanted or expired
prescriptions, over-the-counter medi-
cations, vitamins, supplements and vet-
erinary medicine from households only.
Sharps or syringes are not accepted.
Participants should leave the label vis-
ible, but use black permanent marker to

Project Rx volunteers will sort and recycle the
prescription pill bottles, one of the largest
type of refuse from the event.

eliminate personal information.
Greenville drive-thru sites include
the Greenville County Medical Society,
McAlister Square and St. Francis Mil-
lennium. For more information on Proj-
ect Rx or to find collection sites in your
county, visit www.ariverremedy.org.

Contact Shelby Livingston at
slivingston@greenvillejournal.com.

Treat yourself to a

new big screen TV

for the upcoming
football season!

Switch your insurance to one of the
many companies represented by
the Harry Stephenson Agency and
we can save you significant dollars
each year. Prior Allstate customers,
on average, saved $820 per year
and received better coverage when
they moved their home and auto
insurance to us.

With over 19 years experience, let us
help you save. No need to wait until
renewal, please call us today.

Downtown Creenville | 408 N. Church St, Ste D | 864.2720123 | stephensoninsurance.biz
- 864.234.4960 - WWW.PALMETTOHG.COM - 2422 LAURENS RD. GREENVILLE
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